
Dear Middle School Parents/Guardians: 

It’s hard to believe we are already approaching 

the end of February. Many of our students 

have made significant academic progress dur-

ing the course of the current school year. Other 

students still have a way to go to reach aca-

demic success. I encourage all parents to take a 

few important steps to help support your child. 

First, please continue to make sure your stu-

dent charges his/her Surface Pro every night. 

Unfortunately, some students are still coming 

to school with devices that are partially 

charged. These students often miss out on 

some exciting educational opportunities at the 

end of the day. Also, please continue to en-

courage your child to consistently complete 

homework and assignments. Our students ex-

perience many positive benefits from complet-

ing homework such as improved work ethic, 

an expanded knowledge base, and higher 

grades. We appreciate your support in helping 

your child reach his/her full academic poten-

tial.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

2016 

March 25-No School 

April 1     Half Day for Students 

April 4-8  Spring Break 

April 11   School Resumes 

April 15   Half Day for Students 

April 15   Conferences: K-12 

                Noon-4:00 PM 

                5:00-8:00 PM 

May 30    No School 

June 10   Half Day for Students 
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From the Desk of  Mr. McLouth March 2016 

Decatur Public Schools 

Decatur Middle School 

We are approaching the testing season. All 

middle school students will be taking the M-

Step immediately following spring break. This 

state-sponsored tests provides us with feedback 

regarding the implementation of our curricu-

lum. Please make sure your child is well-rested  

during the testing period. Also, encourage your 

child to give their best effort during each test 

session.  

 

Thank you for trusting us with the important 

task of providing an excellent education to 

your child. It is a responsibility we do not take 

lightly If you have any questions or feedback, 

please feel free to give me a call.  You can 

reach me at 423-6905. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Matt McLouth 

Middle School Principal 

 

Winter Sports                   

Seventh Grade Boys Basketball 

Front Row L-R: Chandler Babcock, Jaiden 

Anders, Ethan Makowski and Zeke Mott. 

Back Row: L-R:  Juan Pena, Roy Dear, 

Coach Hayes, Nickolas Butts and Max 

Eighth Grade Boys Basketball 

Front Row L-R: Nicholas McLouth, Jonathan 

Oliva, Ben Cerven, Colby Spangler and Seth 

Thompson. 

Back Row L-R: Coach Martineck, Hunter 

Slavings, Jacob Mroczek, Peyton Ebeling, 

Colin Warkentien, Payton Hoekstra and 

Coach Athey. 
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IMPORTANT PHONE  

NUMBERS 

Davis Elementary 

423-6950 

Decatur Middle School 

423-6905 

Counselor 

423-6914 

Mr. Botti, Dean of Students 

423-6902 

Decatur High School 

423-6850 

Athletic Secretary 

423-6854 

Transportation 

423-7091 

District Office 

423-6800 

 Food Service 

423-6811 

  

Kierra Krogel is our eighth grade Optimist 

Student of the Month for November.  Pic-

tured above: Mr. Rex, optimist member, 

Mr. Krogel, Kierra, Mrs. Krogel and Mrs. 

Rex, optimist member.  Congratulations to 

Kierra and her family! 

Meghan Latham is our eighth grade Opti-

mist Student of the Month for December.  

Pictured above: Mr. Latham, Gary, Mrs. 

Latham, Meghan and Ms. Gelder, Counse-

lor.  Congratulations to Meghan and her 

family! 

Colby Ogrin  is our eighth grade Optimist 

Student of the Month for January.  Pic-

tured above: Ms. Gelder, counselor, Mr. 

Ogrin, Colby and Mrs. Ogrin.   Congratu-

lations to Colby and his family! 

Ben Cerven is our eighth grade Optimist 

Student of the Month for February.  Pic-

tured above: Mr. Cerven, Mrs. Cerven, 

Ben and Ms. Gelder, counselor,    Con-

gratulations to Ben and his family! 

Counselor’s Corner                  

It is hard to believe, but we are already 

beginning to look ahead to next year and 

beyond! All of Decatur's seventh and eighth 

grade students are in the process of com-

pleting an Education Development Plan, or 

EDP. Seventh graders are introduced to the 

Michigan Career Pathways and take an 

interest inventory to see what careers match 

up with their personality. This is their 

chance to see what careers are available and 

get them thinking a bit more about their 

future.  

Eighth graders go a little further in the pro-

cess. Their EDPs cover the important dif-

ferences between high school and middle 

We focus on what classes they will be re-

quired to take, their importance of their GPA, 

and what opportunities they will have to pre-

pare for their futures while in high school.  In 

addition to an interest inventory eighth grad-

ers also take a skills inventory to see careers 

that not just fit their interests, but careers that 

fit their skill set. They also create goals for 

themselves to work towards during their time 

in high school.  

I look forward to continuing these EDP units 

with the students throughout the years. It is a 

great opportunity to see them grow and dis-

cover themselves! 


