
Dear Raider Families: 
As of today, July 22, 2020, Decatur Public Schools is in “Phase 4” of the “Return to School 

Roadmap.”  This Roadmap, designed by the Governor and her task force, was created to help schools 

create a plan to return to school in the fall.  In Phase 4, in-person instruction is permitted with required 

safety protocols including the wearing of facial coverings by students and teachers.  To review all the 

safety protocols, please visit our website at www.raiderpride.org.  Before school begins, we will send all 

students and families a list of the safety measures we are required to follow.  Please keep in mind, should 

the District slip back to Phase 1-3, in-person instruction will be suspended and remote learning will be 

our only option. 
Decatur Public Schools plans on returning to school with in-person instruction Monday through 

Friday. The first day of school with students is August 31.  Students returning to school “in-person” is not 

only the recommendation of the Governor and the Michigan Department of Education, but also the 

American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Federation of Teachers, the National Education 

Association and the School Superintendents Association (https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-

releases/aap/2020/pediatricians-educators-and-superintendents-urge-a-safe-return-to-school-this-fall/).  It 

is the belief of these associations that returning to school is important for the students’ social and 

emotional skills, as well as their educational development.  I encourage you to research the reasons why 

it’s important for school to open in the fall. 
Having said that, we understand some families may not be comfortable with sending their 

child(ren) back to school.  We respect these feelings and have a proposal as a possible option. Decatur 

Public Schools may be able to provide remote learning for children who will not return for in-person 

instruction. Remote learning will look different depending on the age of the child.  At Davis Elementary 

School, if we have enough parents interested in having their child in remote education, we could set up 

daily, online learning for students.  This would require us to assign current teachers in the district to work 

only online with groups of students.  The Jr. Sr. High School will use Google Classroom and Meet and 

classes may be live-streamed. Students will be required to login when their class is scheduled.  Also, remote 

students may be required to come to school to take assessments. Working remotely is a daily commitment. 

It will require supervision by parents, especially for our younger students.  Parents should carefully consider 

the additional responsibilities and demands that are associated with their child learning remotely during 

Phase 4.  
I’m sure you have many questions regarding our return to school plan.  Therefore, we’ve set up a 

Google video conferencing meeting on Thursday, July 23 at 10:00 AM.  To join this meeting, call 484-

551-8760 PIN: 246 295 193#   We’ll also have another conference call at 5:30 PM that same day (July 

23).  To join the 5:30 meeting, call 478-352-1725 PIN:  782 680 470#   If you’re not able to attend either 

of these meetings, please call me at 423 6800, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  I’m more 

than happy to answer any questions you have. 
On Friday, July 24, we’ll send out a brief form to all parents.  This information will be used to 

determine if we have enough parents willing to have their child/children in the remote only program. This 

form is not a survey.  The information collected will determine our course of action for the upcoming 

school year.  Therefore, please complete the form and return it as soon as possible. 
I thank you for your attention to this important issue.  Your cooperation in completing the form 

and returning it to us as soon as possible is appreciated and necessary! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Creagan 
Superintendent 
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