
Decatur Public Schools
Community Forum

Guest Speaker Dr. Donald Weatherspoon
 
All parents, teachers, school administrators, School Board members, school employees, and community members are
invited to attend a Community Forum on  at the Upjohn Media Center located in Decatur
Public Schools.  Dr. Don Weatherspoon will be the guest speaker, discussing our school budget and the financial
stability of the school district.  I've been working with Dr. Weatherspoon, looking closely at the projected school
budget for the 2014-15 school year.  In short, our budget will not work.  The projected budget will spend our fund
budget to under $24,000 by June of 2015.  An amended budget must be made soon.  Dr. Weatherspoon is an expert
who has worked with struggling schools and has helped provide sound budget proposals.  I urge you to attend and
participate in this extremely important meeting.  Should you have any questions, please contact me at 423-6800. 
Thank you. 
Patrick Creagan
 

Bio: Dr. Weatherspoon
Don Weatherspoon, a graduate of Cassopolis High School, played on Michigan State University’s 1965 national
championship team. After graduation, he bounced back and forth between police work and professional football before
returning to school for a master’s degree at Eastern Michigan and a Ph.D. at the University of Michigan.

After serving in education, research and budgeting posts in Illinois, New Jersey and Maryland, Weatherspoon returned
to Michigan to become Deputy Director of Commerce under Gov. James Blanchard. After ten years, he moved over to
the Department of Education to serve as Assistant State Superintendent of Schools. In 2003, he was appointed chief
deputy director of the state Family Independence Agency (now called the Department of Human Services). He finished
his “first” public service career as special assistant to the Director of the Michigan Department of Corrections, retiring
in 2007.

His retirement lasted only a few months before Gov. Jennifer Granholm appointed him to the state Liquor Control
Commission, where he served until taking over the Muskegon Heights public schools position in April of 2012, serving
as the district's emergency manager.  Dr. Weatherspoon is presently a consultant with Pontiac schools, which has a $38
million deficit.

August 18th, 6:00-7:00 PM


